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Campaigns That Win!

Stopped the privatization of $19 billion of public water assets.

Derailed the privatization/contracting out agenda of the Lastman regime.

Helped elect a progressive majority at the Toronto School Board whose defiance 

strategy triggered a critical political crisis for the Harris regime.

Engaged is a protracted fight to protect community schools from closure.

Stopped the privatization of Hydro One. 

Partnered with the Hotel Workers union in a powerful continent-wide  

struggle for justice.

Led the mass campaign for the $10 minimum wage, resulting in a 28% wage 

increase for hundreds of thousands of low wage workers in Ontario.

Launched the Made In Canada Matters campaign to ensure that TTC vehicles were 

built here in Ontario instead of off-shore.

Defeated the attempt by Walmart to impose itself in the film industry district –  

one of the few times they have been stopped anywhere.

Organized mass resistance against the Ford budget cuts.

Led the campaign to stop the closing of public libraries.

Since its inception, the labour movement in Toronto has tackled tough issues - and 
powerful adversaries. We have succeeded time and again by building campaigns that 

are disciplined and strategic.  We have proven that we can effectively change the 
outcomes, even when the odds seemed against us. In recent years, Labour Council and 

its affiliates working with community and political allies have:
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Resources for Labour 
The Toronto & York Region Labour Council is pleased to offer a wide variety of educational material about unions and 

labour issues. They are available from the Labour Council office (council@labourcouncil.ca, 416-441-3663). 
The Handbook, Map and About Unions Brochure can be downloaded at labourcouncil.ca.

Campaign Planning Handbook
Campaigns are all about power. Understanding the power 
relationships that shape our world and learning how to 
better create our own power is at the heart of effective 
campaign planning. 
 

  Today we are facing the resurgent drive of global capital to 
change the rules of the post-war “social contract” between 
business and labour. Economic restructuring, technological 
change and deregulation pose serious challenges to us 
all. Workers who were excluded from the post-war “social 
contract” are being hit the hardest. 
 
Relying on past practice will not be sufficient to protect 
living standards, working conditions and public services. 
A key part of rebuilding the power of our movement is 
improving our ability to plan and wage effective campaigns.

Toronto Labour History Walking Tours Map
 Mapping our work - Toronto’s rich and dramatic history 
of working people - the unions we organized, and the key 
battles we have waged and won has largely been buried in 
official histories of the city.  Mapping Our Work is a way 
to bring some of our union history into the light of day.  
The map includes three walking tours, each covering a 
different time period and area.

About Unions
 Since the First Nations peoples gave Toronto its name – a 
gathering place – this city has been built by immigrants 
and their descendants. Each new generation of immigrants 
discovered both opportunity and one vital lesson: that they 
needed to have unions in order to raise living standards 
for themselves, their families and their communities.  This 
8 page primer is perfect for students and new member 
orientation kits.

A Million Reasons
Winning the $10 Minimum Wage! 
Kristin Schwartz chronicles the 
inspiring story of the campaign that 
led to a 28% increase in Ontario’s 
minimum wage. Labour Council led 
a powerful coalition whose work 
benefited hundreds of thousands of 
low-wage workers across Ontario. 

Walking On Sunshine
Former Labour Council President 
Linda Torney recounts the huge 
organizing effort that went into the 
Metro Days of Action, when Toronto 
shut down and a quarter million 
people took to the streets in 1996. 

Through The Eyes Of Workers Of 
Colour
A history of equity struggles in the 
labour movement written by Salome 
Lukas and Judy Vashti Persad. It 
focuses on the period from 1970-2003 
in greater Toronto to tell the story 
of the contribution of workers of 
colour and the anti-racism struggle in 
Canada’s largest urban centre. 

The Spirit Of Our Movement
What better gift to share than the 
beautiful images of our labour 
movement in action. The Spirit of 
Our Movement is a 100 page volume 
of photographs by John Maclennan, 
with a moving personal essay by 
Winnie Ng, interspersed with brief 
stories from our 140 year history. 
Cost is $12 each, or $10 when you 
order five or more.  

Video - Breaking Barriers, 
Linking Struggles
A 24 minute video by Glen 
Richards tells the story 
of equity struggles and 
achievements by the Toronto 
labour movement and its 
anti-racism activists. 

Telling Our Stories
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